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Feafhered Romance /-

_To dlI our gues’rs who drove up and down ’rhe airstrip over the past 3 mon’rhs infent on ge’rhng ’ro reception
or. ’rhe exit, here is a story for you to read and for us fo tell.

AII good sforles hdve a begmmng dnd this.oneis no excep’non It d|d not begm ina Idnd far-far away, but
% - - s - rather right here at Mabalingwe adjacent fo the dirsfrip. It
| began when a male ostrich and his pdr’rner decided fo
consummate their union. When that time arrived they scraped
out a hollow on the ground and proceeded tordo'what all
-good birds do-andithat of Course is to lay eggs. Thls she did on
the 20 July 2010, but beihg very chivalrous and a dutiful hubby
he did his part by keeping a beady eye and- helpmg fo
incubate the eggs. The eggs were first.seen on the 22 July
2010 by the rangers-and there were 13 at: The time. The
number of eggs increased to 28 and later 36, but she
subsequenﬂy klcked ou‘r 5 which Ief‘r 31.

had been wclhng so'long to hear. She could only come to one conclusion - There was Ilfe as she knew |T &
This was confirmed when the first of her. eggs.started to crack open and a little bedk ‘poked out. With a I|’r’rle S
~ help from a proud parent the first fluff ball emerged, ‘complefe in every respec‘r but very. unsteady on its Iegs
and looking for the warmth and shelter of mom dnd dad. Brothers dnd sisters where to follow, and finally the
" family grew ’ro nine very busy chicks. :

oy

If you drive down'the airstrip now, you wi'II\no Ionger find the family at their birth place but you might well see
. two proud parents strutting along with seven very small but determent chicks following them. Unforfund‘rely
; two chicks were lost along the woy but if fd|ry’rd|es do come true maybe they will all live happily every dffer
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