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-Of Id’re our herd of elephdn’r hds been somewhat scarce and srghhngs have been reld’nvely few
and-far bejween Why have they been missing in action so to speak and' can one Jus’rrfy ’rherr
_ current behavier. Well, we think we hdve a possible expldnd’ﬂon
— #Elephants are of course highly sociable animals and move aroundin herds The femdles form the
core herds whereas the males will-usually form separate groups which link up with the females for
mating purposes. The senior female is in charge of the herd and she will leacd Them ona daytgis s
day basis. In our case we have a mature bullthat permdherrﬂy weiks with the females. T
 When females give birth they will usuolly sepdrd’re from the herd ahd move deeper into the bush
' to better protect the calf.
This year has indeed been a very successful one for our genﬂe giants wr’rh three blrths in the, latter
half of last year. Some two weeks ago, to our gréat surprise, we discovered a brand new calf that
was walking right next to the “old girl’ ‘of the herd This'then was the eighteenth dddmOh to the
herd with-a proud mom who is.also the matriarch. -
 Herein lies a possible explanation. It is logical that -the mOTI’IGrCh would have moved deeperinfo
“the bush, away from prying eyes, in order to give birth. The herd in turn would have foIIowed her
and fried to stay close to her thus making themselves less visible ’ro gdme viewers. g S
WeII readers, that is our Theory and we are s’rrcklhg toit. ’ i




